
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjus tment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - March 1 9 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 9963 Union Wesley AME Zion Church on b e h a l f  of  
Washington T h e a t r e  Club,  I n c . ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order  of  t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing  of 
A p r i l  23, 1969. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Dec. 1 0 ,  1969 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  u s e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  
R-5-D D i s t r i c t  t o  p e r m i t  t h e a t r e  group and v a r i a n c e  o f  S e c t i o n  
7206 t o  p e r m i t  a t t e n d a n t  p a r k i n g  o r  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  waive 
17  o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a t  2225 L S t r e e t ,  NW. (1101 - 23rd 
S t r e e t ,  N W . ) ,  l o t s  803 t o  809 and 5 ,  Square 51, be c o n d i t i o n a l l y  
g r a n t e d  as amended. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: - ----- - -- --- 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-D D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  c o n t a i n s  14,037 s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  a r e a  and 
i s  improved w i t h  a church  b u i l d i n g  which was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1949.  
The p r o p e r t y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  v a c a n t  and h a s  n o t  been used s i n c e  
September 1967.  An a d d i t i o n a l  l o t  c o n t a i n i n g  2,062 s q u a r e  f e e t  
can  be  a c q u i r e d  f o r  a t o t a l  l o t  s i z e  o f  16,099 s q u a r e  f e e t .  

3. Appe l l an t  p roposes  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t h e a t r e  c l u b  upon t h e  
s u b j e c t  p remises .  The t h e a t r e  c l u b  has and p roposes  t o  c o n t i n u e  
a t r a i n i n g  program f o r  o v e r  500 s t u d e n t s  a n n u a l l y .  C l a s s e s  a r e  
t a u g h t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  i n  f e n c i n g ,  danc ing ,  speech ,  p l a y w r i t i n g ,  
d i r e c t i n g ,  and a c t i n g .  A c h i l d r e n ' s  t h e a t r e  i s  planned as p a r t  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

4 .  The t o t a l  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  t h e a t r e  i s  a p p r o x i -  
mate ly  500. Performances a r e  schedu led  a t  t h e  proposed t h e a t r e  
f o r  a s e a s o n  w i t h  a maximum of  48 weeks. 

5 .  Appe l l an t  a l l e g e s  t h a t  w i t h  a t t e n d a n t  p a r k i n g ,  a d e q u a t e  
s p a c e s  s h a l l  be  p rov ided  i n  e x c e s s  o f  R e g u l a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
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6 .  The  Washington Thea t re  C l u b ,  I nc .  i s  a non-prof i t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A copy of t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  wi th  l e t t e r s  of exemption from Fede ra l  
and l o c a l  income t a x e s  a r e  conta ined  i n  B Z A  F i l e  No. 9963. 

7 .  A r t i c l e  3  of t h e  A r t i c l e s  of Inco rpo ra t ion  provide 
t h a t  : 

"The purposes f o r  which t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  organized 
a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c h a r i t a b l e ,  l i t e r a r y ,  
mus ica l ,  d ramat ic  and t h e  promotion of t h e  a r t s .  
More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  . . ., t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  bus ines s  
and o b j e c t s  of  t h i s  co rpo ra t e  s o c i e t y  s h a l l  b e  t h e  
fo l lowing:  To e s t a b l i s h  and main ta in  a benevolent  
and e d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  wherein and whereby t h e  s o c i e t y  
may under take and c a r r y  out  t h e  promotion and t each ing  
of a l l  v i s u a l ,  performing and dramat ic  ar ts  and t h e  
s k i l l s  involved t h e r e i n ,  f o r  t h e  mutual improvement of 
t h e  s o c i e t y t s  members and of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  a t  l a r g e ;  
i n  accordance the rewi th  t o  c r e a t e  and conduct a school  
f o r  t h e  t each ing  and development of such a r t s  and 
s k i l l s ,  t o  produce and t o  sponsor t h e  produc t ion  of 
t h e a t r i c a l  and a l l  o t h e r  performances and e x h i b i t s  i n  
connect ion wi th  t h e  s o c i e t y t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  a t  l a r g e ,  and t o  
under take any p r o j e c t  o r  a c t i v i t y  which appears  t o  t h e  
s o c i e t y  t o  be proper  and d e s i r a b l e  as a means f o r  
advancement o f  i t s  memberst and o t h e r  c i t i z e n s f  i n t e r e s t  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  development, enjoyment, and 
l e a r n i n g  of a l l  such a r t s  and  skill^.'^ 

8.  The Board amends t h i s  appea l  t o  r e q u e s t  permiss ion t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a t h e a t r e  c lub  as an  e d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  i n  essence 
a p r i v a t e  s choo l ,  f o r  promotion of t h e  ar ts  i n  accordance w i t h  
"FINDINGS OF FACT No. 7" above. 

9 .  E x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  changes are t o  be made t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  t o  accommodate i t  t o  t h e a t r e  u s e .  The pro- 
posed e x t e r i o r  i s  t o  be a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  compatible wi th  t h e  
surrounding neighborhood. 
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1 0 .  Oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  by t h e  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  owner. 

11. The Board d e n i e d  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of i t s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
g r a n t  t h i s  a p p e a l  i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  May 20, 1969 a f t e r  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  on May 1 4 ,  1969 a t  which t i m e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was sough t  
by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  

O P I N I O N :  

I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  of  t h e  Board, t h e  Washington T h e a t r e  Club, 
I n c .  q u a l i f i e s  as a p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h a t  
t e rm as used  i n  S e c t i o n  3101.42 of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  by 
promoting and t e a c h i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  t h e  performing and d r a m a t i c  
a r t s  f o r  improvement of  members and t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  as a n  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  
l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  a d j o i n i n g  and nearby p r o p e r t y  
because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of  s t u d e n t s ,  o r  o t h e r  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we conclude  t h a t  
a t t e n d a n t  p a r k i n g  shou ld  be  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  accommodate s t u d e n t s ,  
t e a c h e r s ,  and g u e s t s .  

T h i s  Order  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n :  

Pe rmi t  s h a l l  i s s u e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of 5 y e a r s .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Boa 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS W I T H I N  A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 



Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - May 1 3 ,  1970 

Appeal No. 9963 Union Wesley AME Zion Church on beha l f  of  
Washington Thea t r e  Club, I n c . ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l l owing  AMENDMENT i n  t h e  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  
a t  t h e  meeting of May 19 ,  1970. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT - June 3 ,  1970 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  u se  p r o v i s i o n s  of  
t h e  R-5-D D i s t r i c t  t o  pe rmi t  t h e a t r e  group and v a r i a n c e  of 
S e c t i o n  7206 t o  permi t  a t t e n d a n t  pa rk ing  o r  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
t o  waive 1 7  o f f - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  spaces  a t  2225 L S t r e e t ,  NW. 
(1101 - 23rd S t r e e t ,  NW.), Lo t s  803 t o  809 and 5,  Square  51, 
be g r an t ed  as amended. 

That  t h e  Order of t h e  Board, e f f e c t i v e  December 10 ,  1969 ,  
be  amended by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  fo l l owing  s en t ence  t o  t h e  
O P I N I O N  : 

The schoo l  may o p e r a t e  a p u b l i c  t h e a t r e  
f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C.  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 


